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C
hro

nicle

N
early 15 years ago, I discovered w

hat it w
as to be a speck on 

the ocean. I w
as on a chartered yacht on a tiny coral islet on 

the edge of R
angiroa’s lagoon in French Polynesia’s T

uam
otu 

A
rchipelago; an hour aw

ay by m
otorboat from

 the nearest 
village and 350 kilom

etres from
 T

ahiti, alm
ost 10,000 kilo-

m
etres of open ocean lay betw

een m
e and South A

m
erica. It 

w
as soul stirring—

m
ore profound than anything I have felt 

on land, no m
atter how

 isolated the location.
D

espite the peace and beauty of the T
uam

otus, until a dec-
ade ago it w

as extrem
ely rare to see a superyacht there; today, 

though, m
ore blue-chip private yachts are m

aking the journey, 
and those w

ith the m
eans to charter a big boat can explore 

these pristine and scarcely populated w
aters in phenom

enal 
com

fort. W
ith hundreds of islands scat-

tered over thousands of square kilom
etres, 

such rem
oteness brings rare privileges as 

w
ell as certain logistical challenges. 

Yacht charter agency Y.C
o’s tongue-in-cheek advice to div-

ers is, “A
 private supply of both oxygen and D

om
 Pérignon are 

needed.” O
n a m

otoryacht such as the 45-m
etre Big Fish [from

 
U

SD
 $245,000 ($328,000 C

anadian) per w
eek], purpose built 

for long-range exploration, on-board diving and gam
e-fishing 

experts help guests m
ake the m

ost of the location—
and the 

G
reg M

arshall–designed interiors supply creature com
forts.

W
hile French Polynesia is geographically rem

ote, it seem
s 

alm
ost pedestrian com

pared w
ith Papua N

ew
 G

uinea. O
r, fur-

ther w
est, Borneo, E

ast T
im

or, W
estern A

ustralia’s K
im

berley 
region, M

yanm
ar’s M

ergui A
rchipelago, the A

ndam
an Islands. 

T
hat top-draw

er yachts—
both pow

er and sail—
can now

 be 
chartered in such far-flung places is evidence of a desire to 
spurn the predictable destinations of the M

editerranean and 
the C

aribbean in favour of places that w
ill provide m

ore than 
just an escape from

 the crow
ds. G

oing rem
ote im

parts a m
ore 

profound experience of nature, culture, and yachting itself.
“O

w
ners and charterers are 

w
illing to forgo the traditional 

expectations [of luxury yacht-
ing] in order to have an extra-
ordinary experience,” says 
B

en L
yons, C

E
O

 of yachting 
expedition com

pany E
Y

O
S. 

“For us, it’s a m
atter of getting 

them
 out of their com

fort bub-
bles—

in a good w
ay.” 

O
n land, hideaw

ays that 
com

bine luxury and rem
ote-

ness are a w
ell-established 

option, but the m
anagem

ent of 
A

m
an resorts w

as am
ong the 

first to see that by extending 
beyond the boundaries of its 
already rem

ote A
m

anw
ana 

property in Indonesia, it could 
offer another layer of value to 
its guests. In 2009 it launched 
A

m
anikan, a 32-m

etre craft that 
com

bined the external form
 of 

the traditional Indonesian phi-
nisi w

ith archetypically A
m

an 
interiors; in 2015 A

m
andira 

follow
ed—

a 52-m
etre big sister w

ith 
five double cabins and 14 crew. Based at 
A

m
anw

ana, the boats take guests to the 
K

om
odo N

ational Park (fam
ous for its 

prim
eval dragons), the G

ili Islands (w
hich 

have superb diving), or R
aja A

m
pat—

a 
string of 1,500 islands and cays scattered 
over 40,000 square kilom

etres of sea.
“In addition, such areas don’t lend them

-
selves to staying in one place; you need to 
m

ove around in order to get a good sense 
of them

,” says G
ayle Patterson, a charter 

broker at C
am

per &
 N

icholsons’ M
onaco 

offi
ce. “O

n the plus side, every day you 
can have a pristine beach to yourself or be 
the only divers on a particular section of 
reef. A

nd you can m
ove aw

ay w
hen other 

boats arrive.”
T

he m
ore crow

dphobic m
ay prefer 

V
anuatu, a string of 82 islands east of 

Papua N
ew

 G
uinea w

here stirring land-
scapes, m

agnificent reefs, and rich tribal 
culture rem

ain intact. In such places, 
charter yachts are increasingly available 
thanks to ow

ners w
ho w

ant to discover 
som

ew
here rem

ote or do som
ething 

unique. “W
hile the yacht is there, it’s only 

sensible to offer it for charter w
hen the 

ow
ner is not aboard,” says T

om
 D

eBuse, 
director of charter m

anagem
ent at Y.C

o. 
W

hile som
e expedition-style charter-

ers have graduated from
 conventional 

destinations, brokers estim
ate that about 

half are com
pletely new

 to yachting—
including a breed of youngish clients w

ho 
have no interest in just sitting on a tropical 
beach. N

ick H
em

ing, also of Y.C
o, cites 

clients w
ho have “just sold a business and 

have the tim
e and m

oney to rew
ard them

-
selves,” and notes that the great m

ajority 
are fam

ilies. “Parents see this as a w
ay to 

offer an education to their children. T
hey 

go to extraordinary places in a w
ay that is 

far beyond any school curriculum
.”

T
oday, m

ore governm
ents allow

 foreign yachts to be  
chartered from

 their ports and infrastructure has im
proved.  

M
ost im

portant, though, is the greater num
ber of yachts w

ith 
the capacity to m

ake longer voyages. C
iting the 59.2-m

etre 
Senses [from

 U
SD

 325,000 ($435,000 C
anadian) per w

eek  
from

 Y.C
o], as an exam

ple, D
eB

use says: “W
e have seen a 

trend in the past 10 years for m
otoryachts w

ith long-range 
capabilities and high-spec tenders, m

atched by very luxurious 
interiors.” C

urrently based in the South Pacific/A
ustralasia 

(w
inter) and Southeast A

sia/the Indian O
cean (sum

m
er), 

Senses has a 6,000 nautical-m
ile (11,112-kilom

etre) range, four 
high-speed tenders, a helipad, top-of-the-line dive gear—

and 
interiors by Philippe Starck. 

T
hanks to autom

ated system
s, today’s sailing yachts need 

few
er sail-handling crew

 m
em

bers, w
hich m

eans m
ore space 

for guests and the hospitality crew, w
ho take care of the food 

and drink, the w
ater sports, and the land excursions. 

W
hile som

e clients are open to considering various rem
ote 

destinations, C
am

per &
 N

icholsons’ Patterson notes, “M
any 

com
e to us asking for a specific destination, 

usually because of a particular interest.” T
his 

has brought a change in the yacht crew
s’ skills: 

the 54.3-m
etre sailing yacht T

iara, currently 
in the Indian O

cean and Southeast A
sia [from

 
€180,000 ($255,000 C

anadian) per w
eek from

 
Y.C

o] has an on-board kite-surfing instructor; 
Lam

im
a is a certified PA

D
I diving centre w

ith 
tw

o instructors. Stew
ardesses w

ho are certi-
fied yoga or Pilates instructors are par for the 
course these days, adds Y.C

o’s H
em

ing.
“T

here’s an im
portant difference betw

een 
a regular charter and an expedition,” says Ben L

yons of E
YO

S. 
“T

he latter requires local guides, ideally born into that culture, 
but at least able to speak the tribal languages and know

 the 
custom

s intim
ately, so that they can arrange access for our 

guests.” A
 charter in rem

ote w
aters is often thought of as a 

once-in-a-lifetim
e experience. But, says H

em
ing, “It becom

es 
highly addictive.”  

Pho
to

s: A
b

oard 
luxurious char-
ter yachts, from

 
C

am
p

er &
 N

ichol-
sons’ Rapture (top), 
a 30.48-m

etre sail-
ing yacht and Y.C

o’s 
Senses (b

ottom
), a 

59.2-m
etre sup

er-
yacht, w

ith interiors 
by Philip

p
e Starck.

Sea and
 Solitud

e
Charter expeditions, from ocean-going sailing yachts to the new breed  

of megayachts, are the ultimate way to explore the most isolated  
parts of the world—

reachable only to a few.

W
riter Sand

ra Lane
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Pho
to: Y.C

o’s B
ig Fish, 

a 45-m
etre m

otoryacht, 
running w

ith tend
er. 
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